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addicted to it; and yet, it is thought that there is scarce a
single parson^ 'prentice, alderman, squire, or husband, who
would not solemnly avouch the very reverse.

I could wish, indeed, that the word scold might be changed
for some more gentle term, of equal signification, because I
am convinced, that the very name is as offensive to female
ears, as the effects of that incurable distemper are to the ears
of the men, which, to be sure, is inexpressible.

And that it hath been always customary to honour the very
same kind of actions with different appellations, only to avoid
giving offence, is evident to common observation.

For instance: How many lawyers, attorneys, solicitors,
under-sheriffs, intriguing chambermaids, and counter-officers,
are continually guilty of extortion, bribery, oppression, and
many other profitable knaveries, to drain the purses of those
with whom they are any way concerned ' And yet, all these
different expedients to raise a fortune, pass generally under
the milder names of fees, perquisites, vails, presents, gratuities^
and such like; although, in strictness of speech, they should
be called robbery, and consequently be rewarded with a
gibbet.

Nay, how many honourable gentlemen might be enumer-
ated, who keep open shop to make a trade of iniquity; who
teach the law to wink whenever power or profit appears in
her way, and contrive to grow rich by the vice, the conten-
tion, or the follies of mankind; and who, nevertheless, in-
stead of being branded with the harsh-sounding names of
knaves, pilferers, or public oppressors, (as they justly merit,)
are only distinguished by the title of justices of the peace;
in which single term, all those several appellations are
generally thought to be implied.

But to proceed. When first I determined to prepare this
Scheme for the use and inspection of the public, I intended
to examine one whole ward in this city, that my computation
of the number of incurable scolds might be more perfect and
exact. But I found it impossible to finish my progress
through more than one street.

I made my first application to a wealthy citizen in Corn-
hill, common-council-man for his ward j to whom I hinted,
that if he knew e'er an incurable scold in the neighbourhood,
I had some hope to provide for her in such a manner, as to